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August 18, 1965

¥r., James E. Webb
ACministrator
Wational Aeronautics and -
Space Administratienm
Washingten, D. C. -

Dear Jim:

Much discussion i row b . ».:ce on the possibility ox
& ircumluna~ flight using & Gaw - #7s  prior to the Apollo

We would apprecieid your ~Jiuc wi view as to this as a
possible program. Fuxther, ii &t ivten st funds were availavle,
would you feel that a Gesindl cims murzt flight should be accom-

piiszed or such funds used 1n Ik Anelly program?

Your commeat will Hg ¢f o.s steace to the continuing review
of our National Space Brcgiam Dy &e Ivarsight Subcommnittee. -
mi::a"cly yours, ¢ .
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. With refetence to your requeat for -y viei7s on the possibilit:y
of a circumlunar £liszht, using = ch.u.; B, 76tem, prior to the ' :
.~ Apollo lumar landing, you will rote that: zhe enclosed statement ;%

which was submitted to the Sonate C-anittse on Aeronautical and-

+

rprogram will give us expe: ‘ie'.me:. c:.:rm[, n)erating know-how, znd
- the ground apd space equipiaut to u:deditae quite a number of
" othexr scientific and technulogical ae\rulo'mems. The point is
" also made that out on—gomg‘md Bpp: wod isoions will require,- t
. foxr the next several yearsa, the peax pn*form_nce of the scienti~
fic, engineering, industxri al an& fe..i I...st complex tha WS hcwe
becn c...'pand‘.ng aince 1961. :
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L ‘.n.e. niot ready to recome;
. end major new projeets on tl.e erdo: ni Seminl or Apolle, Qur.,

..ties are moet effectively. i elso £...5.|. sut the Apollo system now -
bea.no developed can meet cr.:i' teq‘.:i::‘mw-b for knowledge and c.apa.-"
bilit:,r bettar than the adcaat £n pf ,t!.u: |'o.u:ses of acti.on. :
The' ...nccrtion ia our progt'.nn cf 2 el “.Iur.ar flight, using the .
Cominl system, would roquiza majsr aedurees. We are now pro~ -
ceeding with many complex dsvelopmo:tél, Lest, and.operatiomal- = -0 -°
efforts with too thin a mewgis of wiszevmiues. Therefore, if addiw - S f-:.';-
tional funds were availablg, I bali:ze it would be in the natz.cnal
interest to uce these in thi Apollo 2 cr'ﬂ:nm.' e
. ” . L ot e
-~ As you will remexber, I tea...fi.ci i ]‘ul. tha: the USSR vould mosr.
likely hzova the capability ‘a:d ther:idza usccamplich ahead of us
each cajor milestone in- Ep..l‘t. up to :tg lucar landing and cxplora-

 tion with manned wehicles,': ¥'e have :1 c..t....;r, stated over the past
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'mn‘éi‘ficd Geaini system, Furtler, 2 .1.n1n reliance for .
-operating at Iunmar distansos taml dis ela]nmg a thorough-going -
capability that can achiew: preomirsnc? in space, and hold :Lt, R S -

is the large Saturm V/Apolic syute:. ! 'l foct that this bas . 7 -.. < 5

' been under contract for saverzl yo:: s, that full duration test v 0/

—_— "sens have been made on eaczh stane ¢ ;u- Satuzrn V ‘booster; that Tl
we now have an eight~day Siwini £1:; ,ht:i lichind vws and will shorr.ly
“:have information from a l4-day :;lin £3, und the fact that the L
S - - Apollo ground test equipment hag 1:* gelw bacn fabricated and the' .
el fl:.ght line equipment will ghorily 1a' itunstructed and delivnred '

" .Ue 'means that we have a growi.ng conpe!:ncl "'I:ut ve and the world - |
ool can see is considerably bévead eyl i'.n_; Zha Russians have shown .
S " us, ineluding Proton One.z- Tncmfou - 8 do wot believe a decision |
R not to make the substantis: 4 ; favostes nb {hat would be required by
-2 ,-a modified Gemind lunar flu.by wi.l; c!w.mgeﬁt.he posture which our
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o“omblc Olin E. Taacua
Chairoan,. Subcormittac on NASA 0;:‘-::913
c:}...ait..aa oa Selecace and Aatrmmn.it.a

o o Hou & oF Rep"caentatives ; 2
" Dear M. Chairm..n' : fﬁ-. iég _ RS _
. CHRRH ST A '
= \I‘.‘.t‘z re«arcl to your lotter of im £y ,l,hﬁ, Ccmini circumlzmnr flight -
has been cmsidered and ewluni rel \u if Y _ "
.l! ,) '*".,._! o . -
3 v '#

‘It appears tccb:xicauy Eeasibm ..o upg--xla t,hc cemini. system to pet{om
" tho eivcumiunay £light, iloma:, Bt mi..i,r of ¢this effort 18 such that:
' it would certainly vequive a ¢iash uffvit tu s,mw an app-ec:.abla tﬁae -
' a...vantago over the Apouo ﬂigh.ts /f g

B .Le aze prccccding in an orderl: ; mm.er .O‘RJ!'?‘ 'un n::t nnzy Iandinﬂ on t‘b
“ moon but developlng a stroag FH»&L mied cagclicllty In space. As T stated :
in ©y tastimony before tha Scanrs Avro:. ativol .cd Space Science Cozmittee .-
o August 23rd, tha pl..nn:zd Tmare oife: “{J"‘...Lb. sacludes the wmonned - T
Lunar Crpizer and Surveyor is <ealgied . n N gvida the requived information .
" .. for the wmanned Apollo lumar Laz.(.a‘.ug CTads not think it would Do wise fo
divers cur efforts from’ this wal to w: m:t‘:l.a @ separatc pro'vram to achievn g
_tha more 1nn£ted cix}mlunar @I §1 gutilve, | P g . _ ST
' ,'l .1’:; fi!i. Vet ! e,
" In the cvent that &‘éditional £‘t:nﬂa ragi: jr i avaﬂable to the agency w oo R
' feel that it would ba most beaisfLzinl’ i--fmpiy these funds™ to the miﬂatream "
_&pollo e'Fror;. taf‘boletcr our aI:iL.tv & n""i’ oux prosent. comitmants, o
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Ve appT Tociatd your 1n;.creot ia ii:.:..s e‘.u.L .tnd Lope tnar. wa have c:mwarcd
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:'_ Dear I.d... Cha..mian: :

o “':’i"c.‘l rega ©d to goux: .'I.c.: A 965,'6(&.#'11'.115.;"

Rl cz..‘.cuntlu'zar flight has ‘d/and evalua.ed.
. " SR T I I

e zt 2 m_;--ara tnchn:.cg.lly 3 h:s.. :"-‘I-;:: ;:éjradf the Gczmm:r. :

“mysten to perfowm the ¢hatwils ansfldghe, - However, tna‘_. S
“iming of this effory I.:f, sucb \‘:*JLL..L would certainly - "'." A
roesire a erash effort! '.&f ‘shioy aﬂ zpp::‘ec:.e.bla tima . 7 R S

_'-I'..‘cmnntage ov.. ‘.ha I-\pol..:, f..:f t_.az_.‘,-'l ol S )
. W K" ! T; .- i - )

W2 ave ‘proceeding in’ a.z ‘Zdnrl ! 33 *mm...d., not only’ .

. lanw.ng on the Moon bu. :' f [A738 VA0 i .tr:mg, balanced PR

" capobility in space.’ 5.:1  RETEN Lu. £y tostimony - I
-, 'b.....o-"* the Senate Azro: ml tiual zn L

& ;;m Science Gl
Commaitice on ?:;agur‘( 23, fhe Pl n;:‘:-l ..v;?\‘r effors which © v v
inclufes the unsnonned .,n: zix O iker and urveyor iz .
dasigned Lo pT Yice thal 1:@.11 d ""'1"0.’..\1:1...icn fox the
wammed Apolle/l la.nlnrj 3 L nob i

ko wise to 'd,.vert. oux: @4 c:.cu.: ln:x;' 131“.‘. go 1 to under-

tokke a sepgiate anmsh Xgrem :d

limited c'jrcunlwar cx:jugt t::h'a. E
) ‘ : .’ ]'%
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R:Lchard L. Ca@gha } P Rcba ct C. Seamans, Jr. .- w
AC . : 'f' oA 1-‘.3\-- é'.'., /' , L /,r CETE



o

11

Azo

1ra made availzb
@

1

W
e ot

3

™
Xt H

I

wall
ini
A

R
= a I

fuandd

3 N A

1

HE o4
=
Kres
'
1

il
t

-
-
[

¥

b |

t

v 0

A
Y
1

funds

iig
itlatin

that add
L

ply thege

o avent
Laleie

to the agency we Iool

e

-
et

bal

in ©
o

ily.

g

:effﬁp
ofidrt and hopa.

tiqﬁacﬁqr

o
sa

N P EETRE L e AR R

aag e

3

) ef

'(E._-

nrient

TR W el XA AR NI LA Y. AL TR LTS
R b a T N Y e R T A
. R UL R R ¥ 5 IO B e e

ot My R T
A T T TIN T Y T e T

P T e I ST N e S AT

L]
P

!

itira .
1
Y
-

S
FLW et L

" L
ee e, o R . .
- : AEETSEE A U S IS iy AT TR U e LTt
- o NP Y ) -

<\
m

Wb Tors
Al *

el o

-

R e

= A S LR AP BB M A i 3, A O

T S L etE el S e e v e L B L e e AL LN & G e o i g i AL B W

1)

)
i

v
-

~r
iy

in
ta you

han

r our ab
o

recia

wa have

PP

rather
Tle &
- that

-




P

*iL
ST

SRR F-S M Y R romee g g s - -
- _6 o’ s b
i e L 4 =
ST A T T el
GRGE  MILLEN, CALIF, EXAIAM AN .3" \' S i i ' s CHARLTS :' mm
i = A I kN .
P ol LR S S
N HLEHLLH; W u * - . - .
TanLra 6, i, O mmmﬂmﬂms:. tregr, i - L JOHN ':‘.'S\Pa:r:m an,
Tl e, e TOMAS M, BELLY, VAT COMMI ITE E C: Eai. ..cECE AND AST RONAUTICS FAANI Ry HAMHLLL, J2.
A0k 1M Vi, PAVES, GA ::m :m;us;:l;:. k. i g :n o I:E::S
;w.:x::::: o RN, ¥ A o . ;i HC US-- Or IL»PR...SENTATIVES ::Lc:’h;g:m
JOC D VACOONNER, Sy LA~ RARBCA . GARCARLE IR, A2 AR mwwmuoussomczmmue . JAROLS A GOULD
| CARL ALDTAT, AXKLA i i‘ '. 3 ’} is ’;;‘Q:n"ﬁ?‘:m
:g;nt: 21"522‘-3«'.“}-.. CALIF. T3 ':' ’. BF oNGTONt D.C. IOIRARETH K. KEWNAN
WALTSR Ha MOGLLEN, OHIO it 1 B FRANK 1, GleOUs
WILLIAM %. ANDCREON, TRAM, ATEX TN PEY. L TEME G ABGLEY
BROSIC ADAMSE, WASH, Kl E L ah .
LESTTA L. WOLSF, 8.Y, RN R A YR : " i1 .
WEETEN i VIVIAN, WICH, ] e LA T [%? i
RALE SCHICLLR, 1L T lf; [ N I B T
- IRE N Ak R E .
TS AN AT febee o o -
AEY @ ClERi- August 18, 1985
LR R W :EI‘-':. '
. i }" . .'. .' LA '.:
Hels kel :
i B A G Al erd
B e R S : wr e o hd
CreHBEEERAE I % . -
: . . b e ML A 1T ¢
. Mr, James E. Webd VP Jﬁiﬁ ' FH AR o
] M ;e ; 1
Administrator Rk f{? g .
National Aeronautics and j§ ¥isis RE
T R13E .
Space Adm.n:l.stration g'%' Eeil - =
Washington, D. C. ' 3 : o ! E .
Dear Jim: P iTe ! g
R e
. Much discussn.on AEF ;: 5a.qt: :
» " A toA -
’ L%, eireumlunar flight us:.;_; SBpLY. - lieq prioz: to the Apollo :
E P Bes L § &
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We would apprecz ytvrg;
. - possible program. Further ! if ad;il
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plished or such funds us ed m. th .
Your comment will;. X e to the continuing review
w of our National Space Prig: ight Subcom:.ttee.
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M/Associate AMdminigtrator for Mammed Space Flight June 12, 1964

AA/ Assoclate Administrator

Proposed Gemini Circumlunar Mission Study.

As agreed in our discussion om June 3, there will be wo coutractor
study effort on possible Cemini circumluner £fiight missions. Asy
clmmnimltﬁiuuhtmtothmdwlﬂlh o
confined ta in-l:mc cc-ly dﬁortl L e ey S

Robert C Seamans Jr.'

Bobert C. Seammms, Jr.

WAT ; am
6/12/64
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See List Below

MC/Capt. Freitag

request.

It is for the information snd use of you

attached correspondence to you at Mr, Webb's
and your staff

a gnide as this indicates NASA‘: positim an pnuslb;e ciraalmr'_‘"_‘

Genini flights,

Enclosure:

.....

Orlginal sisneﬂ By
Robert F. Freitad

Robert F. Freitag
Director
MSF Field Center Development

Copy of itr from Congressman
Teagus to Mr, Webb dtd 8/18/65
and copy of ltr from Mr. Webb

to Congressman Teague dtd 9/10/65

Distribution:
MI/Alibrando
MW/Lovelace
M/Dittrer
MP/Lilly
MP/Koenig
MS/Cotton

MS ds
MA/Phillips
MA/Seaton

DIR/von Braun
E-D/K1line

DIR/Debus
P/PetrOne

AA/Gilruth
AE/Hamburger

MSEC:

KSC:

MWSC:

MG/Schneider
MG/Summerfelt
MI/Gray
M0/Christensen
MO/Cover

ML/Jones

ML/Field .
Bellcome/Hornbeck
Bellcomm/Thompson
MT/Sumsers

MCL/WTAshley/ww-27454-9/30/65
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Mr, James E. Webb
Administraktor

National Aeronautics and
Space Administration

Washington, D. C.

Dear Jim:

6 EE P MILLER, AL, cHAuan " * s

-

{

COMMITTEE ON SCIENCE AND ASTRONAUTICS

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
SUITE 117-)25 RAYDURN HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING

WASHINGTON, P.C.

August 18, 1565

CHARLLEA P LAHTAS o
ARLEUTIVE Debi o THA -
CHOE P UM T

FO A, EARTEARSMT '
PHILEE B, YO RS
PRANA R, HE WL
W, BT
RICHARD P 0k,
FOTI M A, G AN
PAA PN M
ES T Nl i I PR
PHILIE P, Do
Fo LI AT N S
ELITARETH B, #1n
FRAMKE J, Qisa
[ TR o

Much discussion is now taking place on the possibility of
a circumlunar flight using a Gemini system prior to the Apollo

lunar landing.

We would appreciate
Furcher,
mini eircumlunar
d in the Apollo program?

possible program.

would you feel that a Ge
plished or such funds use

Your comment will be of assis

your point of view &5 to this as a
{f additional funds were available,
£flight should be accom-

of our National Space Progrem by the Oversight Subcopmittee.

IN E. TEAGUE
Chaixman
Subcommittee on
RASA_Oversight

tance to the coantinuing review

Sincerely yours,

o



% NATIONAL AERONAUTICS AND SPACE ADMINISTRATION
3 WaswinGToN, D.C. 20546

September 10, 1965

OFFICE OF THE ADMINISTRATOR

Honeradle 0lin E. Teague

Chzirnan, Subcommittee on NASA Oversight
Ccmmittee on Science and Astronauties
House of Representatives

Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Mr. Chairman;

With relerence to your request for my views on the possibility
of a cirecumlunar flight, using a Gemini system, prior to the
Apolle lunar landing, you will noté that the enclosed statement,
which was submitted to the ‘Senate Committee on Aexonautical and
Space Sciences on August 23, indicates that in the process of
accomplishing the lunar exploration mission with Apollo, our
program will give us experienced crews, operating know-how, and
the ground and space equipmerit to undertake quite a number of
other scientific and technelogical developments. The point is
dlso mnde that our on-going and approved missions will require,
fer the next several years, thé peak performance of the scienti=
fie, engineering, industrial and facilities compléx that we have
been expanding since 1961.

As indicated to the Senate Committee, we are not ready to recom-
mend major new projects on the svder of Gemini or Apollo. Our
main cbjective now is to see that our basic current responsibili-
ties are met effectively. I also feel that the Apello system now
beiang developed can meet our requirements for knowledge and capa~
bility better than the adoption of other courses of action.

The insertion in our program of a circumlunar flight, using the
Gemini system, would require major resources. We are now pro-
ceeding with many complex developmental, test, and operational
efforts with too thin a margin of resources. Therefore, if addi-
tienal funds were available, I believe it would be in the national
intérest to use these in the Apollo program.

As you will remember, I testified in 1961 that the USSR would most
likely have the capability and therefore accomplish ahead of us

each major milestone in space up to the lunar landing and explora-
tion with manned vehicles. We have clearly stated over the past

few years that they will do a lunar fly~by with men before we can
accomplish this with the Apollo system. However, there is certainly
no assurance that we could do this in advance of them with a
modified Gemini system. Fuxther, our main reliance for operating
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2c lunar Gistaaces and develsping & thovough-going capability
thor con achicve preéminence in space, and hold it, is the
lcewze Saturn V/Apollo system. The fact that this has been
usder contract for several years; that full duxation test
rung have been made on each stage of the Saturn V booster;
tiat wa now have an eight-day Gemini £light behind us and will
shortly have information from a l4-day flight; and the fact
thac the Apollo grouad test equipment has largely been
fabritated and the flight line equipment will shortly be
cons=ructed and delivered means that we have a growing com-
petence that we and the world can sde is considerably beyond
anything the Russians havé shown us, including Proton One.
Thercfore, I do not believe a decision not to make the
substantial investment that would be required by a modified
Gemini lunar fly-by will change the posture which our program
hds had for a number of years.

Sincerely yours,
Original signed By
James E, Webhb_ .

Janes” E. Webb
Administrator



